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A conference was held in Karlshorst on 28 June 1948 botwsen Sokoloveki,

Koval, Maletin, and the general in charme of Trade amd Suprly. Tulpanov

Joined the conference later. The followins members of the DUK were also
procont: Heinrich Rau, Fritz Seltmamn, Yilhelm Ziemelmayer, Henry (sic)
tloyer, and one other menber of Trade and Suprly. :

Sokolvski opened the conference by aslddng Ran for detalls of the effect
of the \lestern Zone blockade on the Eastern Zone. Rau stated that i%
was neglirible and could be ironed out. g

Yhen asked the same question, Dr. Ziemelmayer stated that isolation Frem
the 'lest meant the complete nroduction stoppare of the mugar refineriss
for lack of 50,000 motors of steel piping on order in the Went., It aiso
would result in a complete closingy down of canneries sines the cntire
industry's raw material comes from the Jest. The lack of machine raxbe
wuld oause a certain. curtollment - of the £ishing fleet.

Soltolavksi and Koval showed nreat consternation stating that they had
boen Isad to believe that the East could bo independent of the lest.
Ziemelmyer said that the fgod supnly of the entire zone would be at
stake. This presented a true picture,

‘hen asked to comnent on the above, Rau said that he was not completaly
acquainted with all detalls, but on closor questioning adritted that the
heavy industries, nainly the steel nills in Hennigsdorf and Riesa covid
not produce without the West, The remainder of industries would be
aquully affacted,

The Russians were nreatly shocked, Sokolovski ordered Fau, Seltmann, /
and Zierelmayer to visit the Soviet Yons on 29 June 19428 and sulnit a
reyort from personal observation, Sokolovell then left the conferenec,
Source aays that he left to report to Mosecow, Ziegelmayer romained itk
Tulpanov and the denoral in charpe of the SiA Depsriment of Trade and
Suprly who said, "We hed no idea of this situation. Russia is suffering
frovi heavy dmoumhts and 1g ecounting on German food supnlies thie year.
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The food supply mmst be maintained come vhat may. If we had known
this we would not have gons so far."

During the meeting Sololovski had emmerated the following possibilitics:

a. Start ths war.
b, Lift travel restrictions to Berlin,
¢, Leavs all of Berlin to the West including the rail lins.

After the mesting Tulpanov said that war was impossible bacause of bhad
harvest prospects. Lifting travel restrictions would cause tho Russians
to Inse face. The third possibility would mean that the West would be
forced to fead all of Bsrlin, The Allies would then have rore on their
hands than they barmained for. He quoted 2,000 tons of food daily nceded
to sustain the porulation of the wostern sectors, but thought that the
Western Powers could feed their population by the extonsive import of
concentrated foods.
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